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ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF LONE TREE 
Series of 2006 Ordinance No. 06-01 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LONE TREE MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING A NEW SECTION CONCERNING THE KEEPING OF PIT BULL DOGS. 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LONE TREE, COLORADO: 
ARTICLE 1 – AUTHORITY 
The City of Lone Tree (the "City") is a home rule municipality operating under a Charter adopted May 5, 1998. Pursuant to the Charter, the Lone Tree Municipal Code (the “Code”) and the authority given to home rule cities, the City may adopt and amend Ordinances. 

ARTICLE 2 – DECLARATIONS OF POLICY 
A. The City Council of the City finds that Pit Bulls tend to be stronger than other dogs, often give no warning signals before attacking, and are less willing than other dogs to retreat from an attack; and 

B. The Council finds Pit Bull attacks, more often than other types of dogs, result in multiple bites and attacks of greater severity; and 

C. The Council is aware of brutal Pit Bull attacks that have occurred both across the country and in neighboring municipalities in Colorado, resulting in grievous injury and harm; and 

D. It is hereby declared that it is necessary to restrict the ownership, possession and keeping of Pit Bulls to protect the health, safety and welfare of the City's residents. 

ARTICLE 3 – EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 
This Ordinance is being adopted pursuant to the provisions of Article V, Section 8 of the City Charter, adopted May 5, 1998 (the “Charter”). The City Council finds that there exists an immediate threat to the preservation of public welfare and property. The urgency for passing this Ordinance is based on the immediate need to take all reasonable steps to prevent Pit Bull attacks on the citizens and visitors of the City, and on other animals in the City. 

ARTICLE 4 - ADOPTION 
The Code is hereby amended by adding a new section 90 to Chapter 10, Article VII of the Code which shall read as follows: 

SEC. 10-7-90. Unlawful keeping of Pit Bulls. 
(A) Prohibited. Except as otherwise provided herein, it shall be unlawful for any person to have, own, possess, keep, exercise control over, maintain, harbor, transport, or sell within the City any Pit Bull as herein defined. 
(B) Definitions. 
1. “Immediate Family” for purposes of this chapter, shall mean the owner’s spouse, child, parent or sibling. 
2. “Muzzle” for purposes of this chapter, shall mean a restraining device made of metal, plastic, leather, cloth or a combination of these materials that, when fitted and fastened over a snout/mouth/head, prevents the dog from biting but allows room for the dog to breath and pant. The muzzle must be made in a manner that will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or respiration, but must prevent it from biting any person or animal. 
3. “Pit Bull" for purposes of this chapter, shall mean any dog that is an American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, American Bulldog (Old Country Bulldog),Dogo Argentino, Canary Dog (Canary Island Dog, Presa Canario, Perro de Presa Canario), Presa Mallorquin (Pero de Presa Mallorquin, Ca de Bou), Tosa Inu (Tosa Fighting Dog, Japanese Fighting Dog, Japanese Mastiff), Cane Corso (Cane di Macellaio, Sicilian Branchero), Fila Brasilairo, or any dog displaying the majority of physical traits of any one (1) or more of the above breeds, or any dog exhibiting those distinguishing characteristics which substantially conform to the standards established by the American Kennel Club or United Kennel Club for any of the above breeds. 
4. “Secure Area” shall mean a defined space enclosed by barriers capable of physically separating a Pit Bull from a person or other animal, and capable of preventing escape of a Pit Bull through, under, over, or around the barriers. Any gate, door, or other entry-way located in a barrier that encloses space where a Pit Bull is kept shall be equipped with a working lock that effectively prevents unauthorized access inside the barrier. Examples of a Secure Area include, but are not limited to, an enclosed vehicle, a residential structure or unit, a room within a residential structure or unit, or a fenced yard if the fence entirely encloses the yard and does not allow entry or exit by a person or animal except through a gate. 
(C) Exceptions. The prohibition in subsection (A) shall not apply in the following circumstances. Failure by the owner to comply and remain in 
compliance with all of the terms of any applicable exception shall subject the Pit Bull to immediate impoundment and possible disposition, and shall preclude the owner from asserting the provisions of this subsection (C) as a defense. 
1. The owner of a Pit Bull who has applied for and received a Pit Bull license within sixty days of the effective date of this ordinance in accordance with subsection (D) of this section, and who maintains the Pit Bull at all times in compliance with the Pit Bull license requirements of subsection (D) of this section and all other applicable requirements of this chapter, may keep the Pit Bull at his or her residence within the City. 
2. The City Code Enforcement Officer or a City police officer may transport and harbor any Pit Bull solely for purposes of enforcing the provisions of this chapter. 
3. A veterinarian may treat or groom a Pit Bull or temporarily board a Pit Bull as necessary after treatment until claimed by the owner or released to the City Code Enforcement Officer or a City police officer. 
4. A non-resident may bring a Pit Bull into the City for up to twenty-four (24) hours provided that a Muzzle is affixed to the dog at all times when the dog is not in a Secure Area. 
(D) License. The owner of a Pit Bull shall be allowed to keep such Pit Bull within the City for more than twenty-four (24) hours provided that he or she has applied for and received a Pit Bull license within sixty (60) days of the effective date of this ordinance. Issuance of a Pit Bull license is contingent upon the following: 
1. The owner of a Pit Bull shall pay a fee for issuance of the license in an amount sufficient to cover reasonable costs of administration as determined by the City Manager. The owner shall renew the license annually for as long as he or she has possession of the dog in the City. Each annual license renewal shall be accompanied by a renewal fee in an amount determined in the same manner as the initial license fee. The license is not transferable or renewable except by the holder of the license or by a member of the Immediate Family of such licensee. A Pit Bull license tag will be issued to the owner at the time of issuance of the license. Such license tag shall be attached to the Pit Bull by means of a collar or harness which must be worn by the animal at all times, clearly visible, and shall not be attached to any Pit Bull other than the Pit Bull for which the license was issued. 
2. The owner of the Pit Bull shall provide proof of a current rabies vaccination. 
3. The owner shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age. 
4. The owner shall present to the City Manager or designee proof that the owner has liability insurance coverage in the amount of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) or more that will cover any damage or injury caused by his or her Pit Bull for the duration of the license and any renewal thereof. The policy shall provide for notice of cancellation to the City by the insurer at least thirty (30) days prior to such cancellation. 
5. The owner is encouraged to have his or her licensed Pit Bull spayed or neutered. If, subsequent to the date of this Ordinance, the owner gets his or her Pit Bull spayed or neutered by a licensed veterinarian and presents to the City Manager or designee documentary proof from a licensed veterinarian that sterilization has been performed and proof of payment for the surgery, the City will reimburse the owner for the cost of the surgery, provided that the cost was reasonable. Breeding of any Pit Bull within the City is prohibited. Offspring of a licensed Pit Bull shall not be eligible for a license and shall be removed from the City immediately upon weaning. 
6. The owner shall, at the owner’s sole expense, have a microchip containing an identification number implanted into the Pit Bull, which microchip shall remain implanted in the Pit Bull for as long as the dog is kept in the City. The City Manager or designee shall maintain a file containing the registration numbers and names of licensed Pit Bulls and the names and addresses of their owners. The owner shall notify the City Manager or designee of any change of address. 
(E) Additional Regulations. Failure to comply with the following additional regulations shall constitute automatic revocation of the license, shall place the owner in violation of subsection (A), and shall result in the impoundment and possible disposition of the dog as provided in subsection (F) below: 
1. At all times that a Pit Bull is at the residence or other property of the owner, the owner shall keep the Pit Bull confined to a Secure Area such that the dog is unable to exit the Secure Area of its own volition. Whenever a person who does not reside with the owner is at the residence or other property of the owner with the owner’s consent, and the owner is not present, the owner shall confine the Pit Bull to a closed and locked Secure Area that prevents physical contact between the Pit Bull and that person. Whenever the owner or all persons over the age of eighteen (18) who reside with the owner are absent from the residence or property, the Pit Bull shall be confined to a closed and locked Secure Area that prevents physical contact between the Pit Bull and any person lawfully passing the residence or property. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Pit Bull may be kept outside a Secure Area at the residence or other property of the owner provided that the provisions of subsection (E)3 below are complied with. In the event that a Pit Bull causes injury, damage, or other harm to a person or property, the owner shall have the burden of proving that he or she complied with the provisions of this subsection (E)1. 
2. The owner shall post in a conspicuous location clearly visible to a person who approaches the residence or property from any direction in which there is a public right-of-way a legible Pit Bull warning sign, in letters not less than one (1) inch in height, stating that there is a Pit Bull on the premises confined according to the terms of this Ordinance. 
3. At all times that a Pit Bull is away from the owner’s residence or property, the Pit Bull shall wear a Muzzle and shall be securely attached to a leash no longer than six (6) feet in length held by someone eighteen (18) years of age or older who is capable of effectively controlling the dog. Extension-style leashes may not be used. The leashed Pit Bull shall not be tethered to an inanimate object. A Muzzle shall not be required if the Pit Bull is in an enclosed vehicle and the owner is present in the vehicle or the vehicle is closed (except to provide necessary ventilation) and locked. 
4. The owner shall not sell or otherwise transfer the Pit Bull to any person residing within the City except a member of the owner's Immediate Family who will then become the owner and will be subject to all of the provisions of this section. 
5. The owner shall immediately notify the City Manager or designee in the event that the Pit Bull is loose, stolen, at-large, or unconfined, has mauled, bitten, attacked, threatened, or in any way menaced another animal or human, or has died. 
(F) Impoundment and Disposition. The City Code Enforcement Officer or designee or a City police officer is authorized to immediately impound any Pit Bull found within the City limits that does not fall within the exceptions listed in subsection (C) or (D), subject to a pre-trial hearing. If the dog is found to be a Pit Bull, it shall be destroyed unless the owner produces evidence deemed sufficient by the court that the Pit Bull is to be permanently taken out of the City. Sufficient evidence must include, but is not limited to, a notarized agreement from the person taking custody of the animal containing an address and date of transfer. Additionally, the owner must consent to an in-home inspection by the City Code Enforcement Officer or designee or a City police officer within thirty days of release for the purpose of verifying the dog’s removal from the City. Prior to release, the owner must pay the cost of impoundment and microchip the dog pursuant to subsection (D)(6) of this section. If the dog is found not to be a Pit Bull, the dog shall be released to the owner. 
(G) Penalty. Any person found guilty of violating this section shall, upon conviction, be subject to the payment of a fine of not less than $1000.00. In addition to the fines stated in this subsection, a person convicted under this section may be subject to not more than one year in jail. None of the minimum monetary fines in this subsection shall be suspended by the municipal court and 
the penalties in this subsection may be imposed in addition to the court-ordered destruction provided for in subsection (F) above. 
ARTICLE 5 – SEVERABILITY 
If any part or provision of this Ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance is adjudged to be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or unenforceability of such part, provision, or application shall not affect any of the remaining parts, provisions or applications of this Ordinance which can be given the effect without the invalid provision, part or application, and to this end the provisions and parts of this Ordinance are declared to be severable. 

ARTICLE 6 – EFFECTIVE DATE 
This Ordinance shall take effect upon adoption on first reading and shall be published in full immediately after adoption. This Ordinance shall not be in effect longer than ninety (90) days after adoption unless the City Council shall affirm the same by re-adoption of said Ordinance on second reading and publication on a non-emergency basis within said ninety (90)– day period. 

INTRODUCED, READ, ADOPTED AND ORDERED PUBLISHED ON THIS 17th DAY OF JANUARY, 2006. 
CITY OF LONE TREE 
John R. O’Boyle, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
Jack W.L. Hidahl, City Clerk 
