Regional Director’s digest 

       Volume 1, Number 4, August 2005


Hello everyone,

As the summer comes to a close, we look forward to the beautiful days of fall.  This regional digest includes several rule changes and the addition of new rules and new classes of racing.  It also includes some clarification on what to do when outside distractions are a problem in the racing ring.
Following the table with closing dates for the upcoming tournaments, you will find miscellaneous information including information about BSL in Ontario.
Don’t forget the closing dates for the upcoming tournaments and drive safe on your way to Sackville.

Jules

1. NAFA rules and policies

Published runback
Just a quick reminder to all clubs to ensure that, when filling out the tournament sanctioning form, the published runback distance is what is actually going to be used at the site for the tournament.  Please check the length of your mats before you submit the form for sanctioning. 

Outside distractions
Some members of our flyball community are concerned with outside distractions in the racing ring during tournaments.  To be more specific, children are a concern.  The concern is that some dogs don’t slow down much when they come back to their handler after their run and if a small child gets in the way, they may end up getting hurt.  Another concern is that some dogs are easily set off by small children screaming and with the dogs already in heightened drive, they are concerned that something may happen.

Everyone is responsible to ensure that they know at all times if anything in the environment may set off one of their own dogs.  If you are concerned that something in the racing environment may be a danger to your dog, you should talk to your team captain so that the issue can be brought up with the opposing team’s captain before the race to ensure that any undesirable situation is avoided.  If you have taken this step but still feel that more should be done, you are encouraged to talk to the judge or the regional director.  The judge will rule whether they think the situation warrants any further action.  This is the best course of action I can propose at this time.  Together, we must ensure the safety of all dogs and all participants regardless of age!!!
NAFA Veterans Class
NAFA is considering a rule to establish a Veterans' class. When all dogs on the veterans team are 8 years of age or older, the team can compete at the minimum jump height.  The number of heats per day would be limited. Dogs entered in a veteran’s class will not be eligible to compete in a Regular or Multibreed class at the same event.  This is still being discussed and any constructive comments or suggestions will be forwarded to the board for consideration.  

Regional Championship Rule

The board clarified the formula for deciding how many events count toward a club’s regional championship race beginning in the 2006 racing year. A two-tier system will be introduced where regions with seven or less racing weeks will count each event while in busier regions, clubs will count their best performance on a maximum of 80% of the racing weeks to a maximum of 10 events. A racing week has been defined as the week from Wednesday through to the following Tuesday.
So for the 2005 racing year that finishes September 30, 2005, we have the following tournaments:

Push Play! (Oct 2004), A.P.S. (Nov 2004), Oceanmark (Dec 2004), Pawplex Flyball Canines (Mar 2005), F.A.M.E. (Apr 2005), Lietash (May 2005), FNF (July 2005), Lietash (August 2005) and F.A.M.E. (Sep 2005).  That makes 9 flyball weeks.  In order to determine your regional championship points, take the 10 best finishes for any team of your club in 7 of the 9 flyball weeks (80%).  If you are still unsure about this, contact me and I will explain it to you.
Region Assignment

Beginning Oct. 1, 2006, clubs will be able to choose the region that they would like to call “home” through a simple declaration made before the start of the racing year. For many clubs, geographical placement in a state or province makes it difficult to compete for a regional championship or even to build a sense of competition, when you are competing in a different region. The NAFA web site will report any club declarations early in the new racing year.  I doubt this will be an issue in our region but I am passing it on to you anyway.
NAFA Announces the Futurity Class – August 18, 2005

The Board of Directors of the North American Flyball Association met by teleconference to finalize the development of a new class of flyball, that targets the upcoming flyball dog and handler.
Rules for NAFA Futurity Class

The purpose of the NAFA Futurity Class is to give young dogs an opportunity to demonstrate a variety of skills necessary to play the sport of flyball at NAFA sanctioned flyball tournament.

One dog at a time will be tested. The Test shall be a restrained Recall to the handler over a measured distance. Success will be reported as Pass or Fail with a Pass being the successful recall to the handler. The handler will be given one opportunity to recall the dog.
The class is not mandatory at tournaments but may be offered at the host club’s discretion. This pilot project will run for approximately one year until August 31, 2006 and will be reviewed by the board at that time.

A. General Rules applying to NAFA Futurity classes.

1. All dogs participating in the Futurity class must be permanently registered with NAFA with a Competition Registration Number (CRN). This number must be purchased in advance of the event. The CRN must be recorded on the NAFA C14 event form prior to the start of the Futurity

class.

2. The Futurity class may be offered at any NAFA sanctioned event. A host club must announce the offering of the class within 48 hours of the start of the sanctioned event.

3. The Futurity class must be scheduled so that it does not interfere with any portion of the sanctioned event either by running the Futurity class prior to the start of the sanctioned tournament, or at the end of either day of the event.

4. There will be no winner declared in any Futurity class. Results will be reported as a PASS or FAIL.

5. No NAFA points shall be awarded because of a Futurity class.

6. Dogs entered into the sanctioned Flyball tournament by inclusion on a NAFA timesheet, are not allowed in the Futurity class.

7. Bitches in season are not allowed to enter the Futurity class.

8. NAFA will maintain and report the results of the Futurity.

9. The Futurity class cannot be held at the same time as racing is occurring in the tournament.

B. Futurity classes.

1. 4 – 6 month puppy class.

For dogs 4 months of age to under 6 months of age on the day of the test.

2. 6 - 9 month puppy class.

For dogs 6 months of age to under 9 months of age on the day of the test.

3. 9 - 12 month puppy class.

For dogs 9 months of age to under 12 months of age on the day of the test.

4. Over 12 month’s class.

For dogs 1 year of age or older on the day of the test.

C. Test course requirements.

The test course consists of a run-up area, 51 foot section including a start and finish line and slow down area. The following are approved testing surfaces:

1. Natural surface.

May be hard packed dirt free of stones or short cut grass. Surfaces must be free of holes, debris and contaminants.

2. Artificial surfaces.

Concrete or other such hard surfaces that must be covered with matting or carpeting.

3. Test course requirements.

1. Start and Finish Line.

A start and finish line, separated by a 51-foot distance, must be clearly defined using a tape or chalk if outdoors to enable the Tester to clearly view the dog’s recall.

2. Testing Lane.

To protect the integrity of the tournament racing ring(s), the testing lane may not be part of the existing tournament racing lanes.

D. Reporting Results.

The host club shall submit the completed entry form C14 for each entrant to NAFA with the results of their sanctioned flyball tournament.

E. Testers.

Designated Testers shall be NAFA Approved Judges, Regional Directors or the event’s Tournament Director.
2. Upcoming Tournament info:
	Hosting club
	Location
	Tournament date
	Closing date

	F.A.M.E.
	Sackville, N.B.
	September 10 and 11, 2005
	August 19, 2005

	Push Play!
	Fredericton, N.B.

	October 1 and 2, 2005
	September 11, 2005

	Flyball MAINEiacs
	Bangor, Maine
	November 5 and 6, 2005
	October 5, 2005


3. Other stuff….

· Replying to messages sent to the list – Because of the way our regional email list works, replying to a personal message requires more than just clicking on the reply button in your email program.  When we receive emails from the email list, it doesn`t come from the email address of the sender, it comes from the list email address.  Therefore if you click on reply, your answer goes to everyone on the list.  Here are a few guidelines to ensure we don`t get bogged down with personal replies to requests for information and so on (this just along the same lines as the rules that Paul Perrin  sent everyone last March)
· When replying to a personal request (information about rescue dogs, pictures for special projects or the like), please replace the mailing list address in the To: box to the personal address of the person you are writing to.

· If you are replying to the entire list, please remove all of the previous text as it makes it very difficult for some of us to read the emails.  Some of us receive a digest at regular intervals.  This means that we don`t receive emails as they are sent to the list but rather yahoo puts all the messages into one long message and sends it off as one message.  So the shorter they are, the better.

· NAFA is very pleased to announce that the province of Ontario has granted an exemption to NAFA from the limitations placed on “pit bulls” as defined by the Dog Owners Liability Act. This will allow restricted breeds, currently racing to continue to enjoy the sport of Flyball in Ontario. For Ontario resident dogs, the exemption is a grandfathered one - the dog must have participated on or before August 29, 2005 in a NAFA sanctioned event for the exemption to apply. For non-Ontario resident dogs, the exemption remains open to future dogs, so long as they have participated in a NAFA sanctioned event within the year preceding their entry into Ontario.
· One of NAFA’s web sites was destroyed through malicious actions and will be replaced by a more corporate, announcement-based format. A volunteer, employed in the industry, is creating the new format, with its planned return in early September. The board expresses it gratitude for the patience shown by the Flyball community during this disruption, although critical information remains available on the temporary site at www.flyball.org. Any inquiries can always be addressed to flyball@flyball.org. It is also worth noting that the NAFA database site was not affected by this incident and no personal information was compromised as a result.
Contact your regional director : jcomeau5@dal.ca
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