New River Express Flyball Team

welcomes you to the 2009 Hokie Pokey Flyball tournament

August 8-9th, 2009



Blacksburg, Virginia

Thank you for your entries. We are expecting 28 teams from 11 clubs. Thanks to our judges are Geoff Brown and Kyle Mankes. Please check other links for seed chart and racing schedule. We are running a one-ring two-day limited-entry tournament. We did have to use a random-draw for our tournament because we had more entries than spots available. PLEASE read the following welcome letter carefully, as we are doing some unusual things at our tournament we would like you all to be aware of before racing starts!

Racing Format

We are offering 39-40 heats per team (30 heats for veterans) over the weekend. Warm-ups will be 2 minutes for the first race per team on Saturday and 90 seconds after that. If racing is running later than anticipated, we reserve the right to reduce warm-up time to 60 seconds after the first race on Sunday, but hopefully we won't need to do that. Tournament points will be awarded as follows: 3 points per race and 1 point per heat. Ties for division placement will be determined by (1) best time head-to-head, (2) best time in division or (3) one 3-heat race.

Raffle Table and Awards

Check out our raffle table. Drawing will be mid-day Sunday!

We will be providing gift bags for all dogs entered. Flat ribbons for tournament placement will be awarded, as well as rosettes for titles, junior handlers and flyball debuts. We are also offering a special award and raffle for “no false starts” for the weekend. To qualify, a dog and/or handler must have run at least 25 heats in start (20 for veterans) over the weekend, and had NO FALSE STARTS all weekend long. In addition to an attractive rosette, every handler who qualifies for this award will have his/her name entered in a raffle for a special gift.

Workers' Raffle

We are grateful to our fellow flyball competitors who volunteer to line-judge and box-judge, and we will need help this weekend! Clipboards will be available at each location; please sign up for a workers' raffle which will be drawn at the award ceremony Sunday afternoon.

Lupus Foundation of America

Some of you “old time” flyball people may remember our dear friend Monica Roberts, who was one of the original 5 members of the New River Express flyball team. Monica Roberts was 30 years old when, August 15, 2006, she passed away unexpectedly from complications of Lupus. New River Express has pledged to donate a portion of the proceeds from our tournament, as well as any donations offered, to the Lupus Foundation of America in her memory. There will be information about Monica and Lupus available at our raffle table all weekend.

Venue Information and Schedule

Racing will be held in the gymnasium at the Blacksburg Community Center at 725 Patrick Henry Drive in Blacksburg. FMI: http://www.blacksburg.gov/Index.aspx?page=580
The gymnasium will be open for dropping off boxes at 6:30 pm on Friday night. Crating is available in an air-conditioned room AFTER 6:30 pm until 9 pm on Friday, and spaces will be marked off on a per-team basis. Please use your best judgement on floor protection under your crates. The building opens at 7am on both Saturday and Sunday. (We have the phone number of the individual responsible for opening the building this year!!) Boxes should be in the building by 7:30 am. Height dog measuring to start at 7:30 am on Saturday. Captains' meeting at 7:50, with racing to follow as close to 8 am as possible. There will be no scheduled lunch break, but there are several restaurants within 5-10 minutes of the community center, and several locations that will deliver. We are also offering sandwiches on a pre-order basis from Sycamore Deli.

Emergency Veterinary Services

In addition to having veterinarians (Katie Hughes and Lynda Oleksuk) on our team who are available to look at your dogs, there are two local options for emergency veterinary care. The Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine Teaching Hospital is in Blacksburg (540) 231-4621; Town and Country Veterinary Clinic is in Christiansburg (540) 382-5042.

Special Thanks to:

Laura Green for website support, Byron Dillard for technical and head table support, Amanda Brown for her patience and dedication, Jack Leahy at the Blacksburg Community Center for his assistance, New River Rapids for sharing their side mats and jumps, our judges, Kyle and Geoff, and of course everybody who has helped us!

Drive safely, and happy racing.

