INTRODUCTIONS
We are the K-9 Kamikazes Flyball Team and we would like to introduce you to the game of Flyball and walk you through a few of the steps that it takes to train a flyball dog. 
Introduce the team: Who you and your dog are and how long you have been involved in Flyball.  Also explain that we have most of the team competing at a Tournament in Leesburg this weekend.
WHAT IS FLYBALL?
Flyball is unlike any other activity. It is the wildest, most exhilarating, and most stimulating experience you will ever have with your dog. It is controlled chaos! It is simply fun.
Flyball is a team sport for dogs that was invented in California in the late 70's. Legend has it that Herbert Wagner first showed it on the Johnny Carson Show to millions of Americans. Soon afterwards, dog training clubs in the Detroit/Toronto area were making and using Flyball Boxes. In the early 80's the sport became so popular that the North American Flyball Association (NAFA) was formed and became the worldwide authority for Flyball.

The sport itself is similar to drag racing. Each team runs four dogs and usually has a fifth or sixth dog in reserve. The course consists of a starting line, 4 hurdles spaced 10 feet apart, and a box at the end. The first hurdle is 6 feet from the start line and the box is 15 feet from the last hurdle for an overall length of 51 feet. The first dog races down the course, leaping over the 4 hurdles, to the box, spring-loaded with a tennis ball. They then step on the box's pedal to release the ball, which the dog then catches. Then s/he burns back down the course, back over the same hurdles, crossing a line which sends the next dog away. After four dogs have successfully navigated the course the relay is complete. Teams of 4 dogs race against each other for the win. 
The dogs are happy and stimulated; stimulated by other dogs running behind them, in front of them, and beside them. They are motivated by their owners, the spectators, the attention, and the excitement of competition. Feeling highly energized, the dogs are free to burst forth with vocal expressions, something that is usually denied our canine friends. 
FLYBALL TRAINING
Like other dog sports, flyball requires extensive training, cooperation, and communication between the dogs, handlers, and other participants like box loaders and passing coaches. The dogs are trained to maximize their speed and accuracy.
Before embarking in flyball training, your dog should be familiar with basic obedience exercises so that he/she is under control. This is very important because flyball is a very exciting sport and your dog will not be on leash...therefore, you will have to be able to control him/her with your voice.    Your dog should be at least 12 months of age before embarking on flyball training.
EQUIPMENT – Point out the jumps, box, etc… that we will be using

DEMOS

Molly and Abbey
· how we train the recalls

· how we train the jumps

· how we train the retrieves

· how we train the shoot 


Roxie -
how we train the box and return
Ask for Volunteers that would like to try a few of the training steps
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